The Living Environment
Mr. Brown 
Email: michael.brown@wcsdny.org  Phone: 845-897-6700 Ext 30034
Welcome to “The Living Environment.”  I wish you the very best this year!  Students enrolled in this course will take the Regents Exam offered in June, if the lab requirement is met.  This course will provide one credit in a science sequence toward graduation requirements.

Topical outline of the course will include:

Scientific Method and Inquiry

Historical development of ideas in science

Unity and diversity of life

Inheritance

Evolution

Reproduction and development

Homeostasis

Cycling of materials – Dynamic equilibrium

Texts and notes

You will be assigned a text; it will be provided online through ck12.org for each section as we proceed through the curriculum.  Notes and/or handouts will be provided regularly and must be kept in an orderly manner.  You may be given periodic quizzes based on your notebook.  A three-ring binder is strongly suggested, as is a pocket folder.  If you are absent from class, YOU are responsible for obtaining the notes for that day.

Homework

There will be regular homework assignments, posted on Thursday’s and will be due the following Wednesday by midnight..  Students are expected to spend time every night conscientiously studying biology.  This includes reading over notes, reading the text, rewriting notes and self-quizzing.  Any missed homework or in class assignments/projects must be completed and submitted to the teacher within two days for each day out.  For example, if your son/daughter misses three days of school, he/she will need to submit the work within six school days.  Homework submitted late or incomplete (ie. excessive questions left blank/no response) will receive diminished credit.
Quizzes and Exams 

Quizzes will be given often, and may be unannounced.  They will cover lab work, notes, homework assignments and class work.  Exams will be given at the end of a unit of study.  There will usually be four days notice given for an exam.  Missed quizzes and exams MUST be made up within FIVE days of the exam or quiz.  If not, a grade of zero will be recorded.  Occasional projects may also be assigned.  These projects will count as two quiz grades.

Laboratory Investigations

Your laboratory work will be a significant part of the course.  There may be quizzes based on lab work.  Lab reports must be written in blue or black ink and will be collected and graded.  All labs will be expected to have a grade of 65% or higher to meet Regent’s lab time requirements.  You will compile a lab folder that will be kept by your instructor.  At the end of the year, your folder must contain a record of 1,200 lab minutes in order to be eligible to sit for the Regents Exam. Several investigations that we do this year are required for the part “D” of The Living Environment Regents Exam.  The part “D” labs will be returned to you in order to prepare for the Regents Exam. 

Lab work must be done in a timely manner.  Due dates will be clearly stated upon completion of the lab.  Five points will be subtracted for each day late.  Any lab handed in after five days will receive a zero.  However, credit will be given toward the 1200 minutes of lab required to sit for the Regents Exam.  STUDENTS THAT HAVE NOT FULFILLED THE LAB REQUIREMENTS by June 5th, 2024 WILL NOT BE ADMITTED TO THE REGENTS EXAM, and must repeat the course.  Lab safety is extremely important.   LOOK DON’T TOUCH! Ask permission before handling anything in the classroom.  

Grading

Exams…………………30%

Quizzes ……………….25%

Lab…………………….25%


Homework…………….10% 

            Participation…………...10%

REMEMBER, IN THE EVENT OF AN ABSENCE, THERE IS A DEADLINE FOR WORK TO BE COMPLETED.  MAKEUP OF EXAMS, QUIZZES AND LAB WORK MUST BEGIN IMMEDIATELY.  AFTER FIVE SCHOOL DAYS A ZERO WILL BE RECORDED FOR ALL MISSED WORK.

Extra Help


I strongly suggest extra help for students who receive a grade below 70% on quizzes/tests.  However, I welcome all students who would like extra help.  I am available during the school day during scheduled free periods and after school by appointment.  There is no extra credit available for this course.  Everything needed for your student to be successful is/will be provided. 
Behavior


Disruptive behavior and ridicule of others in class will not be tolerated!  All students are expected to be courteous and respectful to others.  You will be expected to raise your hand when asking or answering questions.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class.  You are expected to be in your seat, ready to learn and prepared with pen, notebook and all required assignments at the bell.  Late students must have a pass.  Three tardies without a pass will result in an administrative referral.  


All classroom policies follow the PBIS initiatives set forth by the WCSD and the John Jay PBIS team.  At John Jay, we have embraced the acronym CREATE.  CREATE reflects a culture of Collaboration, Respect, Engagement, Appropriate behavior, Time management, with the result of Excelling for success.
Classroom safety

Because we are a science class with numerous chemicals, there will be no eating or drinking in the classroom.  There are also no hats, bags or winter coats permitted in the classroom. Your work area will be left as it is found, with all materials returned to their proper place. Under no circumstances is anything to be touched without permission.  If there is any accident or injury notify the teacher immediately!!! 
I welcome any questions, concerns or comments and can be reached by phone or e-mail.  All assignments/ notices (quiz & test dates etc.) will be discussed in class as well as available in Google Classroom and on your Google calendar.  Please ask myself/or your child for the Google Classroom code to join our class for assignments and to stay informed,
Be respectful, responsible, study hard, do your best and enjoy the wonder of science.

“The choices we make dictate the lives we lead.” - William Shakespeare
